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Shortly after, Swamiji with the party left for Bagh-
bazar and reached Balaram Bose's house at about 8 p.m.
After a short rest, he came to the drawing-room,
where there was a small gathering, all eager to hear of
the conversation at the Zoological Gardens in detail.
When Swamiji came to the room, the disciple, as the
spokesman of the meeting, raised that very topic.
Disciple: Sir, I have not been able to follow all your
remarks about the evolution theory at the Zoo. Will you
kindly recapitulate them in simple words ?
Swamiji:    Why, which points did you fail to grasp ?
Disciple: You have often told us that it is the power
to struggle with the external forces which constitutes the
sign of life and the first step towards improvement.
Today you seem to have spoken just the opposite thing.
Swamiji: Why should I speak differently ? It was
you who could not follow me. In the animal kingdom we
really see such laws as struggle for existence, survival of
the fittest, etc., evidently at work. Therefore Darwin's
theory seems true to a certain extent. But in the human
kingdom, where there is the manifestation of rationality,
we find just the reverse of those laws. For instance, in
those whom we consider really great men or ideal
characters, we scarcely observe any external struggle. In
the animal kingdom instinct prevails; but the more a man
advances, the more he manifests rationality. For this
reason, progress in the rational human kingdom cannot be
achieved, like that in the animal kingdom, by the destruc-
tion of others! The highest evolution of man is effected
through sacrifice alone. A man is great among his fellows
in proportion as he can sacrifice for the sake of others,
while in the lower strata of the animal kingdom, that
animal is the strongest which can kill the greatest number
of animals. Hence the struggle theory is not equally
applicable to both kingdoms. Man's struggle is in the
mental sphere. A man is greater in proportion as he can